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In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, 


the Most Compassionate 


((God — there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the 
Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes 
Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens 
and whatever is on the earth. Who is it that can intercede 
with Him except by His permission? He knows what is 
[presently] before them and what will be after them, and 
they encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for 
what He wills. His Footstool extends over the heavens and 
the earth, and their preservation tires Him not. And He is 
the Most High, the Most Great.)) The Quran 2:255 


The Belief in God 
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People are created with a natural readiness to accept and worship God. 
God has planted in human beings a recognition of His sovereignty, 
oneness and perfection, thereby instilling in them an adequate 
foundation for religious belief and action. Indeed, most people do not 
need rational arguments to know their Lord. However, there exist many 
harmful influences that can change this innocent nature. Should this 
nature get corrupted, one should then use reason to come back to the 
right conclusions. 


The Quran presents clear rational proofs for God’s perfection, oneness, 
and lordship. In many of its verses, God sets the examples and directs 
people to look around and within themselves to realize that He is the 
one true God who is deserving of worship. 


Is science necessary for achieving this? 


Contrary to what many believe today, scientific inquiry is not necessary 
to find God. The existence of God ought to be innate and known 
without the least inference, but even if one no longer finds it innate, all 
he or she will need is to reflect over the fact of creation and to think 
deeply about the arguments revealed in scripture. 


The fact of creation 


((Or were they created by nothing, or were they the 
creators of themselves? 


Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Rather, they 
are not certain. 


Or have they the depositories containing the provision of 
your Lord? Or are they the controllers of them?)) 52:35-37 


The fact of creation is appreciated by observing things coming into 
existence and others going out of existence. As the verse above points 
out, things cannot create themselves any more than be created by 
nothing. Instead, they must be brought into existence by a Creator that 
is external to them. 


Is there anything in the world that has originated from nothing? 


Many people today no longer appreciate that things come into 
existence, and so are uncertain of the fact that this world has a 
beginning. This confusion usually arises from overlooking the meaning 
of creation stressed all throughout the Quran. The general meaning of 
creation mentioned there is to bring something into existence, after its 
nonexistence, out of something else that ceases to exist. 


Unfortunately, many today do not accept this intuition. They instead 
believe that creation is only to bring something into existence out of 
nothing, or ex nihilo. In this way, because these same people see 


nothing coming into existence ex nihilo, they then discount all 
occurrences as rearrangements of already existing matter, and deny 
creation altogether. 


The truth, however, is that the creative agency of God that we observe 
everyday involves causing things to exist after they are nonexistent, not 
out of nothing, but out of other things. Everything we see around us 
was created in this way. This is why the entire world is created and 
originated. 


The fact of creation, therefore, does not mean that God created the 
world or anything in it ex nihilo. In fact, nowhere is it mentioned in 
Revelation that God created anything out of nothing, not even heaven 
and earth. According to the early Muslims, heaven and earth were 
created out of another created thing, namely the water beneath the 
Throne of God. This surely means that heaven and earth are not eternal 
but began to exist in place of something else. 


Why is creation not just a rearrangement of matter? 


When God creates, He may cause things to perish and originate 
completely different things out of them. All things in the world, no 
matter how big or small, are subject to total change in this way. If you 
no longer accept this intuition, it might help to point out that things 
around us are not necessarily a result of a rearrangement of parts. 
Rather, things may also change in their substance. 


Change is a key aspect to creation. Indeed, we can easily know that the 
very substance of a tree is originated once we know that the matter in 
the earth has totally changed. How then do we know that matter not 
only rearranges into new forms, but additionally originates and 
perishes? 


A good way to answer this question is by saying that it is only 
composite things — things made up of smaller parts — that may 
rearrange. As for the basic constituent parts, they do not rearrange as 
they are not made up of any smaller parts. Whenever those 
fundamental components are overpowered by appropriate means, we 
observe them totally changing into things of a different nature. In other 
words, they cease to exist and other things begin to exist in their place. 


((Then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging clot, and 
We made the clot into a lump of flesh, and We made from 
the lump, bones, and We covered the bones with flesh; 
then We developed him into another creation. So blessed 
is God, the best of creators.)) 23:14 


Scientists today accept that matter is both created and annihilated. 
They accept that particles are created out of energy, and that they 
annihilate into light and other types of energy. This is a great example 
of what is meant by creation. 


An electron and a positron, for example, are observed to annihilate and 
totally change into energy in the surroundings. This change is not a 
rearrangement of matter, because energy is not composed of particles. 
Heat, for example, is not the matter itself but is a property that is 
attributed to the surroundings. This means that the matter here has 
totally changed into energy, and that it does not continue to exist after 
this process has completed. 


Why doesn’t God create anything ex nihilo? 


The Muslim scholar Ibn Taymiyya once pointed out that creating one 
thing out of another is more indicative of God’s power over all things. 
Bringing a thing out of its opposite is more astonishing than creating it 
ex nihilo. Creating fire out of green trees and a living thing out of a dead 
thing, for example, is more amazing than creating them out of nothing. 


Such creative agency is also closer to the perfection of God. This is 
because only God may not have an origin or a son. If all creatures are 
created out of origins, they will be farther away from being equal to 
their Lord, as it will only be God who exists without an origin. 


((Say, "He is God, [who is] One, 
God, the Eternal Refuge. 
He neither begets nor is begotten, 


Nor is there to Him any equivalent.")) 112:1-4 


Design 


There are indeed many ways of reflecting on creation. In addition to the 
fact of creation explained above, God’s existence can be known from an 
awareness that things in the world are designed and made into 
wondrous arrangements. Creation is not just a system that is originated 
after its nonexistence, but is also a system that is made intricate, 
beautiful, and with many different functions. 


| wish to draw your attention to three of the great signs of God that are 
accessible to all people, and to mention some of their apparent 
functions. 


The night and the day 


((Say, “Have you considered: if God should make for you 
the night continuous until the Day of Resurrection, what 
deity other than God could bring you light? Then will you 
not hear?” 


Say, “Have you considered: if God should make for you the 
day continuous until the Day of Resurrection, what deity 
other than God could bring you a night in which you may 
rest? Then will you not see?” 


And out of His mercy He made for you the night and the 
day that you may rest therein and [by day] seek from His 
bounty and [that] perhaps you will be grateful.)) 28:71-73 
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The night and day are clear indicators of divine care. God made for 
them a convenient time period and made them in alternation, so that 
people may find calmness and rest at night, and seek their provision in 
the daytime. If God had willed, he would have prolonged them in such a 
way that they no longer serve this function. 


The moon 


((It is He who made the suna shining light and the moon a 
light and determined for it phases — that you may know 
the number of years and account [of time]. God has not 
created this except in truth. He details the signs for a 
people who know.)) 10:5 


It is easy to see that the moon functions like a natural calendar. It has a 
fixed cycle which makes it easy for people to calculate the time of 
month and number of years. Without this ancient and convenient 
calendar, people would not have an easy means to calculate the 
months. 
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The stars 


((Indeed, God is the cleaver of grain and date seeds. He 
brings the living out of the dead and brings the dead out of 
the living. That is God; so how are you deluded? 


[He is] the cleaver of daybreak and has made the night for 
rest and the sun and moon for calculation. That is the 
determination of the Exalted in Might, the Knowing. 


And it is He who placed for you the stars that you may be 
guided by them through the darknesses of the land and 
sea. We have detailed the signs for a people who know.)) 
6:95-97 


The stars above are of the signs of God. These lights that adorn the 
heavens also serve a very useful function: navigation. Without stars, 
our fathers would have been unable to travel at night and cross the 
seas. Perhaps it is helpful to imagine a world where we did not see the 
stars above us, and then realize how that would have hindered our 
ability to travel and trade. 
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The signs mentioned in the Quran are many, and so | encourage you, 
the reader, to explore the verses about natural phenomena. The more 
we realize the functionality of these wonders and how they are of great 
use to us, the more we are led to the conclusion that we human beings 
are greatly privileged, and have been blessed by an All-Powerful 
Creator. 


((And We have certainly honored the children of Adam and 
carried them on the land and sea and provided for them of 
the good things and preferred them over much of what 
We have created, with [definite] preference.)) 17:70 


((Do you not see that God has made subject to you 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth 
and amply bestowed upon you His favors, [both] apparent 
and unapparent? But of the people is he who disputes 
about God without knowledge or guidance or an 
enlightening Book [from Him].)) 31:20 
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Creation Depends on God 


((Indeed, God holds the heavens and the earth, lest they 
cease. And if they should cease, no one could hold them [in 
place] after Him. Indeed, He is Forbearing and Forgiving.)) 
35:41 


All created things are contingent and dependent on their Creator. They 
do not exist independently after they are created. This is because they 
owe their very existence to the one who made them. 


This means that nothing big or small happens in creation unless God 
decrees it, and that anything He decrees in creation must happen. In 
other words, God is both necessary and sufficient for the origination 
and existence of this world. In easier terms, He is a King who controls 
His creation. 


This also means that it is not rationally possible that God leaves the 
world to its own devices such that He no longer becomes in control of 
it. Rather, the very existence of this world after its nonexistence 
indicates that God is sustaining it for as long as it exists, and that it is 
continuously dependent on His maintenance. 
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Natural causes 


Still, God’s unrestricted control of all things does not contradict the 
existence of natural causes. Natural causes are indeed real; they really 
act and produce effects. However, they do not do so independently. 
Instead, they function only by the will of God. 


This means that natural causality is subordinate to God’s power, such 
that it is He who creates the causes and their effects and makes one 
thing a cause for another. For example, God creates trees by means of 
rain, earth and sunlight. This we know because God is the Creator of 
the world. He is therefore the Creator of the causes and effects that 
exist in the world. 


Miracles 


All events in this world result from God’s creative agency. This is true 
whether they happen with or without natural causes. God is also able 
to remove the ability of a natural cause to produce its effect. Indeed, it 
is God who brought it into existence in the first place. 


The making of the heavens and the earth and the many living things 
that exist therein are all examples of God’s unrestricted agency. Other 
examples of divine agency are Revelation, the answering of prayers, 
and how God arranges history according to unchanging patterns. 


((Whoever is within the heavens and the earth asks Him; 
every day He is bringing about a matter.)) 55:29 
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If someone invites you to eat an apple tart that is without size, color, 
form or texture, you will not take him seriously. Likewise, if he tells you 
that he knows of a friend who is faceless, without hands, has no height, 
and is void of all attributes, you will reject his claim as absurd. This is 
because it is rationally impossible for any object to exist without 
properties and attributes. 


God has more right to existence than we do. He is our Creator who 
brought us into existence, and is therefore more deserving of attributes 
than we are. 


The maximal perfection of God 


God has the best names, and His attributes are of the highest possible 
perfection, beauty and majesty. He has always been Powerful, 
Knowing, Hearing and Seeing, for example. All these attributes 
necessarily describe His essence and may not be removed or changed 
by another. 


God is maximally perfect by necessity, which means that any attribute 
of perfection that is both possible and free from deficiency in every 
aspect, such as power or life, is necessary to God. Otherwise, were 
those attributes not deserved by God necessarily but only possibly, He 
would be in need of another more perfect being to gain that perfection. 
Ultimately, there exists a maximally perfect being above all who does 
not need anything in His existence, one who gives perfection to others 
and is in and of Himself complete. That being is God. 
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God’s Power 


The one who created this world must have access to great power. His 
perfect power means that He has power over all things, and that 
nothing overpowers Him. 


God’s Will 


God must have a will because He created the world at a specific point in 
time and continues to create one thing after another. If God had no 
will, nothing would begin nor continue to occur in this world. 


God’s Knowledge 


((Does He who created not know, while He is the Subtle, 
the Acquainted ?)) 67:14 


The one who intentionally creates must conceive of what He creates. 
He must have knowledge. 


Also, the one who brings into existence functional structures of great 
complexity and detail, such as human eyes and brains, must be 
extremely knowledgeable. 


The perfect knowledge of God means that He has knowledge of all 
things. Only God knows all things that happened and will happen, and 
how those things that did not happen could have happened. 
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God’s Life 


The one who has knowledge and intentions is living. God is therefore 
the Ever-Living. 


Also, God has more right to having life than the living things He created. 


God has no beginning and no end 


God necessarily exists and does not perish. He is the First without 
beginning and the Last without end. 


God is One and Only 


The independent nature of God, the great order in the world, and the 
fact that the different parts of the world are interdependent all indicate 
that the Creator is One. 


((Say, "Have you considered your ‘partners' whom you 
invoke besides God? Show me what they have created 
from the earth, or have they partnership [with Him] in the 
heavens? Or have We given them a book so they are 
[standing] on evidence therefrom? [No], rather, the 
wrongdoers do not promise each other except delusion.")) 
35:40 
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God’s Sight, Hearing and Speech 


God is the one who made us hearing and seeing beings. The one who 
gives us hearing and sight may not be deaf or blind. Rather, He has 
more right to perfection than His creatures do, for He is the giver of 
their perfection. God is therefore Hearing and Seeing. 


His perfect sight and hearing mean that He sees and hears all things. 


Likewise, the one who creates beings that speak cannot be mute. He 
must be a speaking being; one who is the most proficient and Truthful 
in speech. 


God is the Greatest 


((They have not appraised God with true appraisal, while 
the earth entirely will be [within] His grip on the Day of 
Resurrection, and the heavens will be folded in His right 
hand. Exalted is He and high above what they associate 
with Him.)) 39:67 


The Creator is greater than everything in existence. Indeed, it only 
befits God to be greater than His creation. He is greater in measure and 
in every other sense. 
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God is Most High 


God is above creation, and is separate and distinct from it. What exists 
may either be inside this world or outside of it. God is the Creator of 
this world, and is therefore outside of it. 


We further know from Revelation that God created a grand Throne 
above the rest of the cosmos. God, glorified and exalted is He, is above 
that mighty Throne. 


((Ta, Ha 


We have not sent down the Qur’an to you for it to cause 
you distress, 


But only as a reminder for those who fear [God] — 


A revelation from He who created the earth and the 
highest heavens, 


The Most Merciful [who is] above the Throne established. 


To Him belongs what is in the heavens and what is on the 
earth and what is between them and what is under the 
soil.)) 20:1-6 
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God’s Command 


God’s creatures may not help one another in order to prevent His 
decree from coming to be. All things that happen in the world, be they 
good or bad for us, happen by the decree of God. 


God’s Mercy 


God is more merciful to us than a mother is to her child. Because it is 
He who instills mercy into creation, He has more right to possessing 
mercy than they do. He is therefore the Most Merciful. 


God is Loving and Forgiving 


God loves our repentance when we sin, and loves good and sincere 
people. 


Although God is Loving, He does not love everything. He does not love 
corruption or evil people who spread it. He does not love His enemies 
before they repent. This is because God is Mighty and Wise. 


Still, He shows mercy to all people in this life, and is especially Merciful 
to the believers in the hereafter. 
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God’s Wisdom and Justice 


God is perfectly Wise and is the giver of wisdom to many of His 
creations. This means that He does not create anything foolishly. 
Rather, all of His actions are wise and with purpose. 


As He is perfect in power and knowledge, He is also Just in His 
judgment and does not wrong creation. 


God is Self-Sufficient 


((The Messiah, son of Mary, was not but a messenger; 
[other] messengers have passed on before him. And his 
mother was a supporter of truth. They both used to eat 
food. Look how We make clear to them the signs; then 
look how they are deluded.)) 5:75 


God has always existed, and so does not depend on anyone or anything 
for His existence. He does not eat or drink, for example, because He 
does not need sustenance. 


God also does not need a wife, because He does not need company. 
Rather, He is one God without partner. 


God also does not beget a son, because He needs no assistance. No one 
is equal to God or shares in His kingdom. 


It is also impossible to beget a son without a partner. 
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((They have said, "God has taken a son." Exalted is He; He 
is the [one] Free of need. To Him belongs whatever is in 
the heavens and whatever is in the earth. You have no 
authority for this [claim]. Do you say about God that which 
you do not know?)) 10:68 


God does not tire 


Because God is perfect in life and power, we know that He does not get 
tired, let alone sleep. 


God did not get tired after creating the heavens and the earth. Rather, 
heaven and earth continue to exist only by His continued and unceasing 
maintenance. 


God is Beautiful 


Every beauty that exists in creation is God’s making. What then should 
we expect of the beauty of God Himself?! Our Prophet Muhammad — 
may God elevate his mention — taught us that if God were to remove 
the veil of light that is concealing Him from creation, the radiance of His 
blessed face would cause all things to perish. 


The Prophet also taught us that God created our father, Adam, in His 
image. This does not mean, however, that God is equal to creation. God 
indeed has no equivalent, for He is independent and eternal whereas 
everything else has a beginning. His attributes are instead perfect and 
unique. 
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The Oneness of God 
See Ibn Taymiyya, Sharh Al-Asfahaniyya, p.144 


Although atheists do not believe in a Creator, some of them try to 
confuse believers by suggesting that there could exist multiple creators 
for the world. It therefore might be helpful to clarify that the 
impossibility of multiple gods is not only known from Revelation, it is 
also known through reason that God is One and Only. 


((God - there is no deity except Him. He will surely 
assemble you for [account on] the Day of Resurrection, 
about which there is no doubt. And who is more truthful 
than God in statement.)) 4:87 


((Rather, We have brought them the truth, and indeed 
they are liars. 


God has not taken any son, nor has there ever been with 
Him any deity. Else would each deity take what he created, 
and some of them would overcome others. Exalted is God 
above what they describe.)) 23:90-91 
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Lordship requires independent power and agency 


We have already clarified in a previous chapter that nothing occurs in 
creation without God’s determining will, and that whatever God wills 
into creation must happen. This is because creation owes its very 
existence to its Creator. We also mentioned that God not only brings 
things into existence, but also maintains their existence for as long as 
they exist. In this way, God is both necessary and sufficient for the 
creation and maintenance of the world. 


This is indeed one of the apparent meanings that are necessary to 
Lordship as most people will recognize. A Lord sufficiently causes His 
effects and is powerful on His own. 


To further demonstrate the fact of God’s sufficiency and independent 
power, it may help to consider His eternal and independent nature. 
Because God is eternal and independent, His power and agency may 
not be gained, removed or changed by another. This means that God is 
powerful on His own, and is not assisted or restricted in His agency. 


Each deity would take what he created 


In this way, if we assume the existence of two lords, each of the two 
must be assumed independent and powerful on his own. The power, 
decisions and agency of one lord must not be conditional on that of the 
other. Rather, each lord must be sufficient for his own creation and 
must not need the other for creating his effects. 


From this it follows that neither one of the two lords should change the 
created effects of the other. Instead, each lord should take what he 
created, and the creation of each will not influence the creation of the 
other. 
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But why does it follow that each lord should not interfere with the 
created effects of the other lord? 


The only way for a lord to change the created effects of another lord is 
by changing the power of that other lord or influencing his decisions. 
This is because we have here assumed the other lord to be sufficient for 
his creation and in control of it. Nothing happens in a lord’s creation 
without his will, and whatever he wills into his creation must occur. 


However, changing a lord’s power or decisions is rationally impossible, 
because a lord is eternally powerful and independent in will and 
agency. In this way, neither one of the two lords should change the 
other lord or his creations. Instead, each lord should champion what he 
created. 


This is exactly what the noble verse indicates: “Else would each deity 
take what he created...” The created effects of each would be distinct. 


This distinction in creation is nowhere to be seen. We observe the 
different parts of the world to function together in great order. Its 
many parts influence one another and are causally related. 


For example, the sun heats the earth, causing plants to grow in soil, and 
forming clouds in the earth’s atmosphere. Equally, the dust and water 
vapor that rise from the earth block out the sunlight. This means that 
the God who created the earth is the same one who created the sun; 
because otherwise, as we stated at the beginning of this section, one 
god would be interfering with the creation of the other, meaning that 
neither would be a lord who is powerful on his own, sufficient for his 
creation, and free from the influence of the other. 
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The stars and planets also influence one another, and the different 
parts on the earth are created out of other parts. For example, trees 
are created out of seeds and living things are created out of their 
parents. This is all clear evidence for the Oneness of God. 


Some would overcome others 


Not a single group of people have believed in the existence of two 
equal lords. Two equally powerful lords cannot possibly exist. Indeed, if 
one lord is independently able to cause an effect, the other lord may 
not be able to cause that effect or its opposite. Two lords cannot both 
be perfect in power. Rather, the power of one over creation restricts 
the power of the other. 


This can be easily understood by all people. We know, for example, that 
it is impossible for two equal kings to govern a kingdom. Clearly, one 
may not control what the other one controls. The first king can be 
powerful only if the second is powerless. 


It so follows that a true Lord will have no equal and will overpower 
others. He will be able to prevent the less powerful beings from 
exercising their will, but the lesser ones will not be able to restrict Him. 
In this way, the lesser beings will be unable to act unless the higher 
being enables them. They will be powerful not on their own, but 
through that higher being. In other words, they are not lords but are 
dependent creatures of God. 


This is indeed the interpretation of the verse which mentions that 
“some of them would overcome others”. The verse is pointing out that 
a restricted lord is not a lord at all, but is a dependent being just like us. 
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A word on the impossibility of partnership 


It is impossible for multiple lords to maintain the world in partnership. 
This is because it would entail that each lord is not independently 
powerful, but is assisted by the other in creating his effects. As we have 
already mentioned, a lord is independent in power and agency. Nothing 
of God’s existence is conditional on anything outside of Himself, as He 
is eternal and independent. 


We can also know that partnership here is impossible by realizing that 
there can never exist two equal partners that do not return to a higher 
authority above them. In all partnerships, directions must come from 
someone or something above. Even a partnership as insignificant as 
two cooks cooking in one pot will be impossible unless both cooks 
choose to go back to a third one above for directions. 


It is indeed true that one may obey the other, but there will be no 
partnership in such a case, because one of the two will have authority 
over the other. 


There is indeed no authority that exists above two lords, because the 
two lords are assumed to be above everything else. A partnership of 
multiple lords is therefore impossible, and the Lord maintaining this 
world must be one and without partners. 


((Or have they taken for themselves gods from the earth 
who resurrect [the dead]? 


Had there been within the heavens and earth gods besides 
God, they both would have been ruined. So exalted is God, 
Lord of the Throne, above what they describe.)) 21:21-22 
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The argument from opposition 


The following argument is one of the famous proofs for God’s Oneness. 
It is known as the argument from opposition. 


Let’s assume that two lords exist. If one lord wills to move some 
creature while the other wills to keep it still, it will be impossible for 
both wills to be done. This is because a creature cannot be both moving 
and still. 


But if neither of the wills is done, both will be powerless. Additionally, 
the creature will be neither moving nor still, which is a contradiction. 


So, it only remains that one of the two wills is done. The one whose will 
is done is a powerful Lord. The other one is powerless, and therefore 
not a lord. 


((Have you not considered the one who argued with 
Abraham about his Lord [merely] because God had given 
him kingship? When Abraham said, "My Lord is the one 
who gives life and causes death,” he said, "I give life and 
cause death." Abraham said, "Indeed, God brings up the 
sun from the east, so bring it up from the west." Thus was 
the disbeliever abashed, and God guides not the 
wrongdoing people.)) 2:258 
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A response to an objection to the argument 


Some atheists have recently reintroduced the idea of two lords who 
necessarily agree, meaning that they do not possibly disagree. They 
claim that if two such lords existed, the world can still be perfectly 
maintained. 


Their idea contains more than one absurdity. A rather subtle absurdity 
is the notion of necessary agreement. In fact, two lords that are in 
necessary agreement do not possibly have any power. This has been 
demonstrated by Muslim scholars long ago. 


Before explaining why this is the case, it is useful to stress two things. 


The first is what it means for God to be powerful on His own. Because 
God is eternal and Self-sufficient, His power is independent of all 
others. He is powerful in and of Himself, not by another. 


Creatures, on the other hand, are created and owe their power to their 
Creator. Unlike God, they are not powerful in and of themselves, but 
are powerful by another. 


Secondly, we stress that circular dependency is impossible. Circular 
dependency is when a thing is the cause of the cause of itself. We can 
easily know that circular dependency is impossible using the following 
reasoning: A thing cannot be the cause of itself. It therefore cannot be 
the cause of its cause with greater reason. 


Having emphasized those points, we can now explain the contradiction 
in this assumption of necessary agreement. 
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If we assume the existence of two Lords who necessarily agree such 
that they can never disagree, it will follow that each of the two lords is 
unable to do except what the other one allows. Neither of the two will 
be able to act unless the other one makes it possible. 


But if we claim that each of the two lords cannot act unless the other 
one allows it, we will be saying that each is powerful only by the other 
and not on his own. This is impossible, however, because a Lord must 
be powerful in and of Himself. Also, this is impossible because it entails 
a circular dependency. 


But why does the circular dependency follow from this notion of two 
interdependently powerful lords? 


Each of two lords cannot be powerful by the other, because each of the 
two cannot make the other one powerful if he owes his power to that 
other. Otherwise, his power will be a cause for the cause of itself. This 
is an impossible circular dependency, where a thing is the cause of its 
cause! 


In this way, if we assume the existence of two powerful lords, we must 
assume that they have independent power and will. It therefore must 
be possible for them to disagree. 


However, as it has already been shown from the argument from 
opposition, disagreement leads to contradictions. This means that an 
existence of two or more lords is impossible, regardless of whether 
disagreement is assumed possible or impossible. There can only exist 
one God arranging the matters of the world from above. He is supreme 
and unequaled in power, whereas everything else is dependent and 
subject to His command. 


31 


Responses 


A word about impossibilities and the power of God 


Rational impossibilities do not exist in the real world. An example of a 
rational impossibility is a thing that exists in two different places at 
once, or that is both existent and nonexistent at the same time. Things 
may not be both existent and nonexistent, because it is a contradiction. 
They also may not be alive and dead at the same time, or both eternal 
and created. 


Long ago, some atheists asked Muslims whether God has the power to 
create another being that is equal to Himself. The Muslim scholars of 
that time understood that the question was meaningless. They so did 
not answer it by saying that “God can” nor by saying that “God can’t”. 
Instead, they showed that the question was self-contradictory. They 
clarified that such a being is a rationally impossible notion that may not 
possibly be in the real world. 


A created being must not be eternal, but must have a beginning. A 
created being must not be independently powerful, but must owe its 
power to its Creator. Also, a created being must not be self-sufficient 
but must be dependent on its Creator. Therefore, a created being may 
not possibly be equal to God. 


Revelation is very clear that “God has power over all things”. However, 
rational impossibilities are not included in those things mentioned in 
the verse, because impossibilities are not ‘things’ to begin with. It is 
indeed unreasonable to ask whether or not God can create an 
uncreated being like Himself, because such a being is not a ‘thing’ that 
may exist in the real world. 


32 


Others might argue that, because God can do anything, he can also 
become a man. It is helpful to clarify that this is in fact a rational 
impossibility. It is impossible for God to become a man, because God is 
eternal and uncreated, whereas men are created and needy. 


Who created God?! 


Some atheists ask: “If everything is created, then who created God?” 
This question is wrong. God is not created, but is eternal and 
uncreated. 


The existence of the many originated things entails the existence of an 
eternal Creator who brings them into existence. The existence of 
contingent things means that they depend on a necessary God who is 
independent of them. This is because originated and contingent things 
may not be sufficiently explained by others that are equally originated 
and contingent. In fact, the more the originated things we assume, the 
more they will be in need of an eternal being who brings them into 
existence. 


Put in another way, because the sum of created things exists not by 
itself, it must exist by a creator. If that creator is then assumed to be a 
creation, he will only be a part of the sum. But the sum in its entirety 
cannot exist by itself, and it therefore cannot exist by a part of itself 
with greater reason. The Creator must therefore be uncreated and 
distinct from the world. Otherwise, He will be a part of the world and 
not responsible for its creation. 


Unless there is an eternal God who brings things into existence, nothing 
of creation will exist. To claim that God is originated is to claim a 
regress of dependencies, creators and efficient causes, which is 
impossible. 
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What has God been doing since eternity? 


God has always been able to create things. There has never been a time 
when it was not possible for God to exercise His will. 


Because God has always been a Creator, He has always been creating 
things by will and power and will continue to do so in the future. This 
also means that every creation He brings into existence is preceded by 
another creation He brought into existence. However, this does not 
mean that anything besides God is eternal. God is indeed the Creator of 
all things. 


Although every creation precedes another in an eternal species, every 
particular creation is with beginning and only God is eternal. The 
Muslim scholar Ibn Taymiyya once clarified that this type of regress is 
not impossible, because it is only a regress in God’s actions and effects. 
It is not a regress of causes and dependencies. 


Does God have actions? 


In the past, many theologians have argued for God’s existence using 
false arguments. Instead of using the fact of creation as an evidence for 
God’s existence, some theologians have argued that all moving things 
are originated and therefore dependent on a God who is eternally static 
and motionless. In this way, these theologians believed that God does 
not do one thing after another, and claimed that His actions exist in the 
eternal past instead. This idea could not be further away from the 
truth. 


As we have previously stated, God is Ever-Living. The fact that God is 
living entails that He is active. Indeed, life is impossible without activity. 
God is therefore neither motionless nor static. 
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Furthermore, a God who is always doing things is more perfect than a 
God whose actions exist in the eternal past. Revelation indeed 
mentions many examples of God communicating and interacting with 
creation. This is an important aspect of God’s perfection. 


For example, God becomes pleased with people when they do good 
and becomes angry with them when they do evil. God also hears our 
prayers when we pray and sees our deeds when we perform them. 
Such a God is more perfect than one who sees or hears things before 
they exist. 


How can God exist outside of time and space? 


Many are today greatly confused about what it means for God to create 
time and space. Some may even claim that this entails that God is 
neither above the world nor before it. They may say that God does not 
exist in time, because time is meaningful only after its creation. 
Likewise, they may say that God is not over the world, because spatial 
location is meaningless before God created space. This dangerous 
confusion stems from an incorrect view of what space and time really 
are, and also from a failure to distinguish the existence of God from the 
existence of His creation. 


In order to solve this puzzle, it helps to first stress that only particular 
things exist in reality. Nothing at all exists beyond those particular 
things. Those things may either be objects or attributes existing in 
those objects. For example, this particular tree exists and has a specific 
color and height. This man exists and possesses specific attributes of 
hearing and sight. The earth, moon and sun are also particular objects 
that have specific properties of size and motion. 
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Next, it is important to make a distinction between the attributes of 
God and those of His creation. All objects that exist in the world have 
created properties and attributes. Indeed, if an object is created by 
God, all of its attributes that describe it will be created by God just as 
well. For example, the one who creates a tree creates its height and its 
greenness. The one who created man creates his sight and hearing. 


However, if an entity is uncreated, all of its attributes and properties 
will be uncreated. Indeed, because God is not created by anyone, all His 
attributes such as power and sight are also uncreated. God instead 
deserves those attributes necessarily and does not gain them from 
another. 


Next, we should clarify that time and space are not objects or 
substances. Instead, time and space are attributes that subsist in the 
objects they describe, just like color and height exist in a tree. Time is 
simply the measure of motion of a moving object, and space is only a 
property relating to how spacious it is. They do not exist separate of 
the objects they describe. This view is contrasted with the view of 
philosophers who wrongly thought that time and space are substantial 
continuums, and that they are entities occupied by objects and events. 


If it is understood that time is simply the measure of motion, it will be 
understood that seconds, minutes and hours do not exist beyond the 
particular clocks we see around us, and that these days and years do 
not exist outside this particular earth and sun. Days and years will 
instead be properties of our earth and sun, and will not exist anywhere 
external to them. 
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In this way, we can easily know that God is the Creator of days and 
years once we know that it is He who brought the solar system into 
existence. This is because, as we already pointed out, the one who 
creates a system creates all of its attributes and properties. Indeed, an 
attribute is inseparable from the object or system it describes. Had the 
sun and earth not existed, these particular days would not have existed. 
When the earth and sun perish in the future, these days will perish with 
them too, and will be replaced by different days which God chooses to 
create in other moving objects. 


From this it follows that God is the Creator of time. After all, it is He 
who created the moving objects in which their times exist. However, it 
is important to stress that God creating time does not mean that He is 
motionless or timeless. Rather, God is Ever-living and has always been 
creating and active. 


But why does it not follow that God is timeless when He creates time? 


Although it might be a confusing choice of words, it is not wrong to say 
that God is the ‘Creator of sight’. This is because, in saying that God is 
the ‘Creator of sight’, we specifically mean that He creates the sight of 
human beings and other creations. We obviously do not mean to say 
that God created His own sight. Although God creates our sight, His 
sight is indeed uncreated. 


In the same way, the fact that God creates time does not mean that He 
is motionless or timeless. Rather, the motions of created things and 
their measures are created by God, whereas the actions of God and 
their durations are uncreated by anyone. God’s actions are included in 
His existence just like His sight is. 
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Similarly, God creating spacious things does not mean that He is 
without spatial location over the world. 


In conclusion, because God is the Creator of all things in the world, 
including their attributes of motion and size, it makes sense to say that 
He created the time and space in His creations. Still, this in no way 
means that God is timeless or spaceless. God is indeed a tremendous 
being above the world, and has always existed before every particular 
thing was created, and will continue to exist after every particular thing 
is gone. 


((And it is He who created the night and the day, and the 
sun and the moon, each gliding in its orbit.)) 21:33 


((The heavens almost break from above them, and the 
angels hymn the praise of their Lord and ask forgiveness 
for those on the earth. Unquestionably, it is God who is the 
Forgiving, the Merciful.)) 42:5 
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How is God above if the earth is round? 


This question has to do with the spherical geometry of the earth and 
that of the surrounding heavens. If one worshipper directs his hands 
upward on one side of the earth, shouldn’t he be pointing downward 
with respect to a worshipper on the other side? 


Some Muslim scholars have answered by mentioning that there exist 
only two directions for spherical geometries: the upward direction 
pointing away from the earth, and the downward direction pointing 
towards its center. No matter where it is that a worshipper prays on the 
surface of the earth, he or she naturally raises his or her hands 
upwards, because that is where the heaven is, and not downwards, 
because that is where the lowest point is, the center of the earth. 


Although a person descending towards that center will eventually 
ascend from the other side, to take that longer path in prayer would be 
unnatural and foolish. 


In this way, the Throne of God must always be above the rest of the 
world, regardless of whether or not it surrounds it from all directions. 
With greater reason, the God Most High is always above heaven and 
earth. This is equally true whether or not they are surrounded by His 
being, such as when the earth will be in His grip on the Day of 
Resurrection. 
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Why God Sent Down Revelation 


God is a wise Creator. In fact, He is Most Wise, for He is the giver of 
wisdom to His creatures. 


A wise person does not do foolish things. A wise person only does 
things with a purpose. Most of us will get angry if we were called fools, 
because we understand that foolishness is an imperfection. How then 
can a reasonable person attribute such an imperfection to God?! How 
can he or she think that God, the Originator of heaven and earth, has 
created him or her aimlessly and without purpose?! 


God has indeed sent angels to Prophets on this earth with the task of 
conveying that purpose. The last of the Prophets was Muhammad, and 
the last of those revelations was the Quran. 


(([God] will say, “How long did you remain on earth in 
number of years?” 


They will say, “We remained a day or part of a day; ask 
those who enumerate.” 


He will say, “You stayed not but a little — if only you had 
known. 


Then did you think that We created you aimlessly and that 
to Us you would not be returned?” 


So exalted is God, the Sovereign, the Truth; there is no 
deity except Him, Lord of the Noble Throne.)) 23:112-116 
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Resurrection 


God calls us to reflect on our humble beginnings in order to realize that 
He is able to resurrect us. He also calls us to look at how He causes the 
earth to spring to life after it was dead and barren. The one who gives 
life to the earth is able to give us life after we are dead. Also, the one 
who created us once is able to create us again, and it is easier for Him. 


((Does man not consider that We created him from a 
[mere] sperm-drop — then at once he is a clear adversary? 


And he presents for Us an example and forgets his [own] 
creation. He says, "Who will give life to bones while they 
are disintegrated?" 


Say, "He will give them life who produced them the first 
time; and He is, of all creation, Knowing.")) 36:77-79 


In the Quran, the belief in the Day of Judgment is paired many times 
with the belief in God. It is crucial to believe that we will meet God on 
that day, and that He will speak to every one of us individually and 
remind us of His blessings. On that day, the grateful ones who 
worshiped God alone will have eternal bliss in the Garden, whereas 
those who rejected Him will abide in Hell forever — may God save us. 


It is also essential to believe that God literally brings us out of the earth 
and returns our souls to our recreated bodies. This is what Resurrection 
really is: to bring us out of the graves. It is not just our souls, but also 
our material bodies that will be gathered before God. 
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Why Does God Touch Us with Adversity? 


Many atheists believe that the existence of evil in this world is 
incompatible with the existence of a perfectly good and All-Powerful 
God. Some theists have even denied God’s all-encompassing power in 
order to avoid this difficulty, and have claimed instead that evil things 
that happen in creation are not decreed by God. This is a grave mistake. 


Because God is the Creator of all things, He must be the one who 
decrees all things. This is true whether those things are good or bad for 
us. Also, God must have power to prevent evil and misfortunes. 


To correctly answer this question, we should have a correct 
understanding of the perfection of God. All of God’s actions are indeed 
good and for a purpose. However, not all of God’s actions are acts of 
mercy and compassion. Instead, the actions of God may either manifest 
His mercy and generosity, or manifest His justice and wisdom. 


Mercy and Generosity 


This is the first aspect of God’s perfection. God cares for His creation 
and is merciful to them. It is He who blesses them with all the joyous 
blessings, removes evil and prevents harm. Also, it is He who sent down 
guidance. More importantly, He has prepared eternal bliss for the 
believers. God’s mercy indeed surpasses His wrath. 


((And if you should count the favors of God, you could not 
enumerate them. Indeed, God is Forgiving and Merciful.)) 
16:18 
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Justice and Wisdom 


Nothing happens on this earth or in the heavens except by the decree 
of God. This certainly includes the evil and corruption that occurs here 
on earth. 


God does not love corruption. Yet, He decrees that it exists on His 
earth. Nonetheless, evil is not unto God, because all of His actions are 
good and with purpose. 


We may not fully know God’s wisdom, but it is possible to know His 
wisdom and purpose He decrees generally. This is more than sufficient 
for the believer. 


((Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by 
what the hands of people have earned so He may let them 
taste part of what they have done that perhaps they will 
return [to righteousness])) 30:41 


It is crucial to understand that God decrees misfortunes for many wise 
purposes. For example, God touches us with adversities such as 
famines and wars to test us. 


People react very differently to misfortunes. The prosperous ones are 
patient and return to God in repentance in hopes of passing His test 
and attaining His never-ending reward. This can also be thought of as a 
manifestation of God’s mercy and compassion. 


His enemies, however, increase in arrogance and disobedience all the 
way to their bitter end. This is a manifestation of God’s wisdom and 
justice, which will be fully manifest on the Day of Judgment. 
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Life is a test 


God created this life as a test that will reveal our deeds and our 
conduct. In this life, people are tested in different ways. They may be 
tested with hardships just as they may be tested with blessings. 
Depending on one’s faith and work in this life, he or she will end up in 
one of two very contrasting destinations; a person will settle either in 
Paradise or in the Hellfire. 


As described by our Prophet Muhammad, may God elevate his 
mention, Paradise is blissful to such an extent that a person who is 
dipped in it for a moment will not recall any of the misery he or she 
experienced in this life. 


((And We will surely test you with something of fear and 
hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give 
good tidings to the patient, 


Who, when disaster strikes them, say, "Indeed we belong 
to God, and indeed to Him we will return." 


Those are the ones upon whom are blessings from their 
Lord and mercy. And it is those who are the [rightly] 
guided.)) 2:153-157 
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Predetermination 


See Ibn Taymiyya 


The belief in Predetermination or Qadar is one of the core beliefs of 
Islam. It is the belief that all things that happen in the world are 
decreed by God. 


Predetermination includes a belief in four things: 


1. That God always knew the things He will create. He always 
knew everything in detail before it happened. 

2. | That God wrote down all the things that will happen until the 
Day of Judgment. He wrote them down a long time before 
creating the heaven and earth in a Preserved Tablet. All things 
will unfold in line with what was previously written. 

3. | That God has power to create the things He wrote down. 

4. And finally, that God wills to bring those things into existence 
at their appointed times. Nothing happens in creation, be it 
good or bad, except by His will. 


A word about our will and the Decree of God 


We are indeed moral and willing agents. Our decisions are real. We 
have the ability to be grateful to God or ungrateful, and we choose one 
over the other. 


Our choices and decisions, however, are not free from God’s 
determining agency. They will never occur in any way that is different 
to what has been predetermined by God. This is because we do not will 
unless God wills. God is indeed the Creator of everything, and that 
includes our decisions and actions no matter how subtle. 
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((Indeed, this is a reminder, so he who wills may take to his 
Lord a way. 


And you do not will except that God wills. Indeed, God is 
ever Knowing and Wise.)) 76:29-30 


Contrary to what some may believe, the fact that God decrees and 
creates our decisions does not at all entail the absence of those 
decisions. Instead, God’s all-encompassing power is compatible with 
the existence of human will and agency. Otherwise, there would be no 
meaning to reward or punishment as it is unjust to punish one who has 
no choice. Criminals would have to be excused, which is absurd. 


Rather, it is we who decide to do our actions, although it is God who 
creates all of that in accordance with what He has already written. It is 
very important to make this distinction. God does not do our actions, 
but only wills them into creation and determines their existence. 


In this way, we really choose and do our actions, and are therefore 
moral agents, whereas it is God who creates our power, decisions and 
our resulting actions before they occur. Those are two very different 
things. Our decisions and actions exist in us and are therefore ours. 
These decisions and actions may be good or bad. As for God’s will and 
creative agency by which He brings our decisions and actions into 
existence, they exist in Him and are therefore His. This will and agency 
is always good and in line with His perfect nature. 


Our Prophet Muhammad — may God elevate his mention — understood 
that if God wills to make someone go astray, no one will be able to 
guide Him, and that the person will be rightly to blame for his decisions. 
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This is why he always prayed to God that He make his heart firm upon 
His religion. We are far more in need of this prayer. 


Is Predetermination an excuse? 


Although all events in the world are decreed by God, predetermination 
is not an excuse for anyone to leave good deeds or to sin. If a person 
does evil deeds or fails to do good, only he will be to blame for his 
shortcomings. 


A farmer, for example, will not use God’s decree as an excuse to not 
plant the seeds. He knows very well that planting the seeds is a cause 
for reaping the fruits later. If he is too lazy to plant the seeds, he will be 
the one to blame for not reaping the fruits. 


In the same way, a person who does evil is to blame for the evil 
consequences. This is the case despite the fact that all occurrences in 
the world, including human sin and failings, are predetermined by God. 


A true believer strives to do good while having a good opinion of God 
and accepting that everything that happens, be it good or bad, happens 
by His decree. Contrary to what some may think, this attitude does not 
entail a contradiction. 


A person once asked the Prophet Muhammad — may God elevate his 
mention — as to whether he should tie his camel or simply trust in God. 
The Prophet Muhammad replied by instructing him to both secure his 
camel and trust in God. In this way, the Prophet clarified that a true 
reliance on God does not contradict performing good actions. 
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A response to an objection 


Some people ask the following: If nothing happens except by the 
decree of God, why then does He decree that many people choose to 
do evil? The answer is that God decrees this for wise purposes to do 
with the manifestation of His perfect attributes. 


In other words, God has created many people who choose to do all 
sorts of evil so that He may punish them in the Hellfire. This is a 
manifestation of His justice. 


On the other hand, God has created many people who choose to 
repent and do good, and has destined them for the Garden. This is a 
manifestation of His mercy and love. 


((How evil an example [is that of] the people who denied 
Our signs and used to wrong themselves. 


Whoever God guides — he is the [rightly] guided; and 
whoever He sends astray — it is those who are the losers. 


And We have certainly created for Hell many of the jinn 
and mankind. They have hearts with which they do not 
understand, they have eyes with which they do not see, 
and they have ears with which they do not hear. Those are 
like livestock; rather, they are more astray. It is they who 
are the heedless.)) 7:177-178 
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The Reason We Were Created 


((And remind, for indeed, the reminder benefits the 
believers. 


And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to 
worship Me.)) 51:55-56 


Needless to say, our life here is very short. We were created for the 
purpose of worshipping God. This means that we should increase in 
piety and good deeds while we can. This is indeed the true investment. 


Because God is the only Creator and Provider, He is the only one who 
deserves our worship. Worship or ‘ibada is to humble yourself before 
God with utmost humility and love Him with utmost love. 


Worship includes prayers and supplications, but is not limited to them. 
Rather, it includes all actions that are pleasing to God. 


Shirk, on the other hand, is to make partners with God in worship and is 
the gravest sin. The one who dies in that state of shirk will never be 
forgiven and will abide in Hell forever — may God save us from it. 
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((They have certainly disbelieved who say, "God is the 
Messiah, the son of Mary" while the Messiah has said, "O 
Children of Israel, worship God, my Lord and your Lord. 
Indeed, he who associates others with God — God has 
forbidden him Paradise, and his refuge is the Fire. And 
there are not for the wrongdoers any helpers.")) 5:72 


The goal of every believer is to be accepted by God and admitted to His 
Garden. This is the ultimate success. 


The path to the Garden is none other than the path taken by the 
Prophets of God and their followers. It is /slam, which is to surrender to 
God, obey His commandments, and worship Him alone. 


((And give good tidings to those who believe and do 
righteous deeds that they will have gardens [in Paradise] 
beneath which rivers flow. Whenever they are provided 
with a provision of fruit therefrom, they will say, "This is 
what we were provided with before." And it is given to 
them in likeness. And they will have therein purified 
spouses, and they will abide therein eternally.)) 2:25 


Paradise is described with great detail in many verses of the Quran. 
However, the greatest gift in Paradise is to see God our Creator. 
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In many reliable narrations, our Prophet Muhammad — may God 
elevate his mention - told us that the dwellers of Paradise will look at 
the blessed face of God above them. 


Our Lord! Grant us this blessing! 


Amen. 


... Suhayb - may God be pleased with him - said that the Prophet — may 
God elevate his mention - said: 


“When the inhabitants of Paradise enter Paradise, God will say to 
them, ‘Do you want Me to give you anything more?’ They will reply, 
‘Have You not made our faces bright? Have You not brought us into 
Paradise and moved us from Hell?’ God will then lift the Veil and they 
will feel that they have not been awarded anything dearer to them 
than looking at their Lord.” 


Narrated by Muslim 
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The last of our prayers is 
“All Praise is due to God, 


The Lord of Creation” 


* *K K OX 
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